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Do symbols for infinity and pi look like hieroglyphics? Does the plus sign  
look like a “t” and a zero look like an “O”?

Thanks to professors like Dr. Gerald Jungck and Mary Jane Sterling, 
students see the complexities of mathematics unravel as they experience 
“aha” moments. Jungck, who has taught at Bradley since 1959, was 
recently awarded a Caterpillar professorship of mathematics. Caterpillar 
professorships recognize and award the highest level of scholarship among 
faculty. Sterling’s ability to explain complicated mathematics in simpler 
terms has made her a prolific author in the popular yellow books known  
as the “For Dummies” series.

The beauty of math
“As a young man returning from the service, I went to 
college and began to learn this language called math-
ematics,” Jungck says. “In a sense,” he says, “each  
number is a word, each calculation a sentence.”

He continues, “In teaching, we 
like to see a logical progression 
of the development of mathemat-
ics. We see the theory develop 
naturally, and that naturalness is 
echoed in applications to the 
physical world.”

Topology is Jungck’s specialty. 
“In most areas of mathematics, 
we deal with distance and 
proximity to help define our 
structures. In topology, we throw 
away distance and use sets  

to define structures. Topology looks at some of the most 
abstract settings you encounter in mathematics, so as  
to obtain a broader scope of applicability.”

Jungck comments, “The typical person is not as 
math-oriented as I would like. I want students to see the 
structure behind math so they know what they’re doing. 
The ever-present question is, ‘Why?’. As they learn this, 
they gain an appreciation for the beauty of the structure 
and to some degree, the inevitability of the structure.  
Part of the process is ascertaining the inevitability.”

“Most students who have become excited about 
mathematics see the beauty in mathematics and how  
they themselves can add to that beauty with their 
God-given talents,” Jungck adds. “Mathematics  
almost seems to coalesce with nature.”

The simplicity of math
Mary Jane Sterling, lecturer in mathematics, explains math 
concepts in ways that make them comprehensible for even 
the most math-phobic person. That ability has been the 
foundation for her successful venture into writing math- 

based books for the popular  
“For Dummies” series.

Algebra for Dummies was 
published in 2001, followed by 
Trigonometry for Dummies and 
Algebra II for Dummies. Released  
in November 2007, Math Word 
Problems for Dummies is Sterling’s 
most recent book. In addition,  
she has written workbooks and 
study solvers, which are a cross 
between workbooks and tests. 
Three of her books have been 

published in German, as well. She currently is working  
on Business Math for Dummies.

Sterling has reviewed and edited math books for years. 
After she edited GED and GRE workbooks for a publishing 
company, an editor approached her about writing a “For 
Dummies” book.

“I came up with a table of contents and sample chapter.  
I had to use their lingo. They have a 15-page standard style 
sheet that tells how to word everything,” she says, noting 
books must be written in about 24 weeks.

Asked how her teaching strategies have helped with 
writing the “For Dummies” books, Sterling says, “Over the 
years, I’ve found what works best to explain concepts. I 
like to use humor. At first, students don’t know what to 
think of me. I try to work in real-life examples. After I 
introduce a concept, I try to boil it down to the real basics. 
If you can engage students, you’re halfway there.”

‘Go figure’ with these professors

Dr. Gerald Jungck Mary Jane Sterling
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Bill Hardin ’50 likes to tell stories. Instead of writing words with pen and paper, he conveys his messages with paintbrushes 
and canvas. “A portrait tells a story better than all the words in the world. If you can see it, you can understand it.”

Hardin, president and owner of Hardin Signs in Peoria, has painted nearly all his life, but in the early years he wasn’t 
satisfied with his attempts at portraits. About 30 years ago, he traveled to New York to study under artist John Howard Sanden 
after responding to a one-inch ad in a national art magazine. He applied the money he received from his first commission 
toward the portrait class and trip to New York. “It was the most rewarding experience in my life, and my work improved  
to the level I had hoped to achieve. It was money well spent,” Hardin says.

Since then, he has painted a number of U.S. presidents and other politicians, community leaders, and historical figures. 
“Bradley has been my greatest advocate for portrait painting. Former Bradley President [Martin] Jerry Abegg ’47 HON ’93 
provided me the opportunity to paint over 23 commissions for the University.”

In addition to painting portraits of founder Lydia Moss Bradley and coach A.J. Robertson, Hardin has painted administrator 
Ian Sturrock; prominent contributors to Bradley such as H.W. “Jack” and Mary Hartmann, Ray and Esther Heuser, Tom foster 
’51 MBA ’52 and Ellen Derges Foster ’52 (Bradley’s first female president of the Board of Trustees), David Markin ’53; retired 
Congressman Robert H. Michel ’48 HON ’81, and astronaut Major Robert Lawrence ’56. One of his more recent subjects 
was coach Joe Stowell ’50 MA ’56. Hardin is looking forward to painting President Joanne Glasser in the near future. 

Hardin has painted four United States presidents who visited the Easton Mansion on Main Street in Peoria (now Converse 
Marketing). They include Teddy Roosevelt, Benjamin Harrison, William McKinley, and Grover Cleveland. Among his favorite 
portraits are those of Roosevelt, Abegg, and a third grader at Tyng School whom he had mentored through the Peoria Rotary Club.

He remembers completing a portrait of community leader Murray Baker. He took the portrait to Baker’s daughter, who  
was 85 and living in Chicago at the time. “She said, ‘I never thought I’d see my Daddy again.’ That was a special moment.”

Bringing people to life through art is what keeps Hardin motivated. He tries to capture his subject’s personality by adding 
items that are significant to the individual. For instance, in Stowell’s portrait, Robertson Memorial Field House is in the 
background, and Stowell is wearing a Bradley sweatshirt. “I’ve never used so much red paint,” Hardin says with a smile.

“People are so much more interesting to paint than landscapes. I have met some very nice people,” comments Hardin,  
who has painted more than 100 portraits. He estimates it takes about 60 to 70 hours to complete a portrait.

Hardin comes by his artistic talent naturally. His father painted landscapes as a hobby and met his wife at the Art Institute  
of Chicago. “My dad would be proud of what I’m doing with my portrait work. That’s why I wanted to paint my parents, as 
well. I still have my father’s paint box with ’08 scratched in the lid, so it’s 100 years old and still going.”

At the heart of Hardin’s art
by nancy ridgeway

Bill Hardin ’50 has painted 
portraits of U.S. presidents, other 
politicians, historical figures, and 
community leaders, including those 
at Bradley. The University’s founder, 
Lydia Moss Bradley, is shown in the 
portrait behind him on the right.

Shop the BU 
bookstore online

bradley.bkstore.com
309-677-2320
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notifying you of an update in 
Hilltopics Online, sign up at  

bradley.edu/hilltopics
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Cooking up laughs
by Abby Wilson ’10

Honoring december grads
Jacqueline Koch ’07 is greeted by President 
Joanne Glasser after speaking at the  
December 22, 2007, commencement, the  
last at the Field House. “It’s about passion. 
Passion is the engine that fuels imagination,” 
Glasser told graduates in her first commence-
ment address as Bradley president. Officially, 
265 undergraduate degrees and 91 graduate 
degrees were awarded in December. Visit 
bradley.edu/hilltopics to hear both speeches.

The Smith Career Center 
reports the overall placement 

rate for 2006–07 Bradley 
graduates is 96 percent. This 

figure represents the 
percentage of August 2006, 

December 2006, and May 
2007 bachelor’s and master’s 

degree recipients who are 
employed, continuing their 

education, or engaged in 
other activities of their choice.

New graduates accepted 
positions with 637 employers, 
compared to 526 in 2005–06. 

Offers were accepted from 
employers in 28 states, and 
more than two-thirds of the 
graduates are employed in 

Illinois. Other states attracting 
a number of Bradley 

graduates include Arizona, 
Florida, Indiana, Iowa, 

Missouri, and Wisconsin.
Campus recruiting continued 

to increase during the last 
school year with 429 

companies participating in job 
fairs and conducting 

on-campus interviews. Five 
years ago, 251 companies 

participated.  

point  prideof
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Bradley’s improv comedy troupe Barbeque  
Kitten has been cooking up laughs on and off  
campus for the last four years. The group began in Fall 2003 
when Ryan Scott Self ’05 decided to start an improv troupe 
on campus. He, along with Rob Tokarz ’06 and Cathy Buck 
Earleson ’04, began posting fliers and holding open practices 
on the Quad. More “Kittens” soon joined the litter, and the 
troupe has grown to become a Bradley favorite. 

Today, 12 Kittens are in the troupe, and majors range from 
electrical engineering to physics to social work to theatre arts. 
Nir Chezrony ’08, an electrical engineering major, says the 
need for self-expression draws members to the group. 

Chezrony adds, “There is no real explanation for the name 
except that it came out of Self’s head.” They almost called 
themselves Four Square Revolution, but thought it “sounded 
too much like a sports team.”

Barbeque Kitten practices twice a week — a closed 
rehearsal on Monday nights and an open rehearsal on 
Wednesday nights. During open rehearsals, anyone can come 
and “play.” The troupe begins with improv lessons; then they 
play games to sharpen skills. The workshops examine basic 
theatrical elements of improv during fall semesters and  
improv technique during spring semesters. 

Open rehearsals can be a little challenging. Chezrony says 
people with no sense of humor have come to try improv. When 
that happens, the Kittens turn it into an exercise to see how 
long they can keep a game going. The group has also run into 
location problems for rehearsals and has had to move every 
semester. “We’re stray kittens,” jokes Alex Blanchette ’08. 

Chezrony and Blanchette both have several fond memories 
of performances, but two stand out. Chezrony remembers 
when Duncan Blickenstaf ’06 played “Theme from Jurassic 
Park” on the piano while Arius Elvikis ’05 sang along with 
words he had made up. Blanchette reminisces about a skit 
called “House,” written by Misty Emmons ’06. The skit, 
performed by Tokarz and Mindy Smith ’04, involved two 
children playing house from an adult’s point of view, where 
they fought and tried to figure out their relationship.

Barbeque Kitten is sponsored by the Department of Theatre 
Arts, and George Brown, department chair and associate 
professor of theatre, is their advisor. They perform four shows 
on campus every semester, as well as several for hall councils 
and off-campus groups. They have performed for Barnes and 
Noble, CIBAC, the Pekin Public Library, and other community 
organizations. They also have performed during summer 
orientation for the last three years. They will appear on  
campus March 29, April 19, and May 6. 

Visit bbqk.com for more information.

Nir Chezrony ’08, Alex Blanchette ’08, Lauren Rapciak ’08, and BJ 
Enzweiler ’09 are among the members of Bradley’s improv comedy 
troupe Barbeque Kitten.
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Several Bradley professors teach and research abroad through the Fulbright Scholar Program. 
Administered by the Council for International Exchange of Scholars, the program offers fellowships 
to U.S. and foreign scholars to lecture and/or conduct research abroad. Last semester, Dr. Dharitri 
Ramaprasad of Bangalore, India, came to Bradley under the visiting lecturer program.

Ramaprasad learned of Bradley when Dr. Christopher Rybak, professor of education, studied 
in India on a Fulbright research scholarship during the 2002–03 school year. Rybak said, “The 
Richmond Fellowship [where Ramaprasad works] was my host, so I interviewed people there 
about indigenous healing practices. They facilitated me in meeting other healers. Dharitri and I 
have since talked about finding a way to reverse the process so she could share her knowledge 
and training with our students.”

Ramaprasad taught counseling skills with Rybak and lectured in other courses at Bradley,  
as well. Topics included India’s education system as it relates to diversity, as well as Indian 
perspectives on spirituality and religion, wellness and health, family spirituality, and relation-
ships. “My intention was to help students refine their counseling skills so they can work in 
counseling settings in schools and agencies,” she said.

Rybak commented, “She greatly enriched the classroom experience. She added many  
other perspectives including her experience and the type of clients she has worked with.”

Ramaprasad led an experiential workshop for students and counseling professionals.  
The workshop, on personal growth from an Indian persepective, utilized visual, auditory,  
and physical mechanisms involving artwork and meditation.

“This has been an enriching experience for me,” she said. “I could learn the American 
perspective on counseling and mental health issues. You have a structured program with very 
clear objectives and an evaluation process. I was impressed especially with the evaluation 
process, and I will take that back to India with me. It all was a very new experience seeing the 
way universities are run. We do not have credit-based courses. The whole education system is 
different. The flexibility given in a credit-based system is great, but it would change our whole 
system and wouldn’t be possible. We have not been able to give choices.”

Rybak noted, “Bringing in the Indian perspective was useful for students. Throughout the 
curriculum, we talk about the importance of cultural context when relating to an individual.”

Visit bradley.edu/hilltopics for a list of Bradley professors who have participated in the  
Fulbright Program.

ILR plans Pacific Northwest trip
Explore the Pacific Northwest on a trip sponsored  
by Bradley University’s Institute for Learning in 
Retirement. The trip to Seattle and Victoria, British 
Columbia, will be June 23–30. For more information, 
visit bradley.edu/continue and click on “For 
Retirees,” call Janet Lange or Wanda Lane in the 
Office of Continuing Education at 309-677-2523,  
or e-mail continue@bradley.edu.

A cross-cultural fulbright experience
by nancy ridgeway

Dr. Dharitri Ramaprasad of Bangalore, India, discusses her experiences  
at Bradley as a visiting lecturer through the Fulbright Program.
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soccer’s magical ncaa run

verywhere we go…people want to know…

Ted Anderson ’07 and Mike Haynes ’07 sat on the bench at Jesse Owens 
Memorial Stadium at Ohio State University. The senior soccer players 
— overcome with emotion from a season of ups and downs that 
ended in the quarterfinals of the NCAA tournament at the feet of 
the Buckeyes, 4-0 — sat with Bradley senior associate athletics 
director Craig Dahlquist.

“It was sad because it was all coming to an end,” said Haynes. 
“And Craig was telling us it’s OK. He’s the one who lost his son, and 
he’s telling us it’s OK. It was great to have that encouragement and 
to have him and his family around for that.” 

Four months earlier, the day before training camp was to open  
for the season, Danny Dahlquist ’10 died in a house fire. As teams 
across the nation hit the practice field, three of Danny’s teammates 
and another friend were charged with aggravated arson in what has 
been described as a prank gone tragically wrong. “You hear people 
say everything is a blur,” said coach Jim DeRose, who was named 
2007 national coach of the year by Soccer America. “And it is.  
You have no recollection of time.”

The following days were spent with counselors and attending  
the visitation and funeral as a team. Initially DeRose wanted to shut 
down everything: no training, no soccer. “The counselors,” DeRose 
remembered, “were the ones who said, ‘Let them do running and 
lifting. It’s a release and a way you can keep them together without 
talking about it. There’s a time and a place for that.’ ”

Counselors also explained to DeRose how the team could go 
undefeated and it be the worst season, or go winless and be the 
best season if the players heal. “Without them, I don’t think I would 
have been able to handle it the way I did,” DeRose said of Bradley’s 
counseling and health services staff, including Dr. Janine Donahue, 
Dr. Kathleen Buchko ’82, Dr. Christina Nulty and counselors Terry 
Nighswanger, Mary Ann Berkley, and Bonnie Spiller ’82 MA ’84. 
“There’s no playbook, but they gave me a little bit of a road map.” 

Less than two weeks after the tragedy, the team had its first 
training session that involved more than fitness. For a program 
accustomed to two- and three-hour practices, this one lasted about 
an hour. “Everybody was at different stages, so it wasn’t a typical 
training session,” Anderson said. “People’s minds weren’t 100 
percent there, although everybody was eager to get the ball  
on the field and play. It was our momentary escape.”

The words used to break huddles after practices and games since 
DeRose arrived in 1996 took on new meaning. With DeRose on the 
sideline, “1-2-3, WIN” — WIN, as in What’s Important Now, not 
win, as in victory — has been a staple. “What’s Important Now has 
always been a mantra of mine because, let’s take the tragedy away 
for a second, what’s important at 10 a.m. Tuesday is academics. 
What’s important now in the weight room is moving weight, doing 
reps. What’s important now on the field is soccer, that’s it. But with 
the tragedy, what’s important now? When we’re between the white 

E 

Stephen Brust ’07 (#7) celebrates with Drew DeGurian ’08 (#8) and  
Justin Bigelow ’10 (right) after Bradley defeated Indiana in a penalty  
kick shootout in a second-round NCAA tournament match on November  
28. Before this season, in which Bradley advanced to the Elite Eight,  
the Braves had never won an NCAA tournament match.
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soccer’s magical ncaa run

lines, it’s soccer. Outside of those lines, 
what’s important now is being together.”

In addition, the team said, “In our 
thoughts, in our hearts, in our prayers,  
with much love,” out of huddles this season. 
“It was always going to be in our minds and 
in our hearts when we walked on and off 
the field,” DeRose said. “Every practice  
and every game ended with “1-2-3, WIN”  
for 12 years, but the additional words  
were very important.”

The team spent at least 12 hours a day 
together in the weeks after the tragedy. 
“When something like this happens, it’d be 
easy for people to want to be by themselves 
or not be talkative,” Haynes said. “That’s 
when we knew we had a special team, 
because of the people, not necessarily  
the soccer skill level.”

Who we are…so we tell them…
Craig Dahlquist and his wife Tricia Carew 
Dahlquist ’87 MA ’90, a Bradley English 
instructor, inspired players, coaches, and the 
community with their faith and strength. 
When grieving in private would have been 
acceptable, the Dahlquists invited the team 
to their home. Days after their son’s death, 
they issued a statement expressing gratitude 
for the compassion extended by the com- 
munity and to say, “Though this unspeak-
able tragedy hurts us tremendously, please 
keep in mind that there are five families  
that need your prayers.”  

As the team warmed up for its season 
opener against Lipscomb, Danny’s parents 
visited the Braves locker room to see his 
locker, protected behind a glass covering, 
prepared with his No. 29 jersey, cleats and 
socks, a small stool folded up inside, a red 
name tag across the top, and pictures. As 
the team returned to the locker room before 
the game, the impromptu gathering spurred 
discussions of the locker and remembrances 
of Danny. “It was a stirring of emotions,” 
Anderson said. 

The Braves walked away with a pair  
of 2-1 wins that weekend. “We could’ve 

lost both,” DeRose said, “but the goal was 
to go and play.” The games the following 
weekend were considerably more difficult. 
As part of a tough non-conference schedule, 
the Braves attended the Wake Forest tourna-
ment to play the hosts and North Carolina, 
both perennial Atlantic Coast Conference 
powers. “There was an incredible amount  
of emotion the first weekend,” DeRose said. 
“But North Carolina was wonderful in that 
we left Peoria and spent four days together, 
alone in the hotel rooms. People around us 
knew the story. Wake Forest, North Carolina, 
and Akron (the fourth team in the tourna-
ment), couldn’t have been more wonderful.”

In the ACC, soccer is comparable to 
basketball, and it’s often considered one  
of the best leagues in the nation. Wake  
and UNC were preseason top 25s, and 
Wake was the No. 1 team in the national 
polls at the time of the tourney. The Braves 
tied UNC 1-1, trailing for almost 55 minutes. 
“The way we competed against North 
Carolina — we came from behind after 
giving up a goal relatively early — to not 
only equalize, but then to actually outshoot 
them for a little bit. After the guys got back, 
sat down and talked about it, you started to 
see this glimmer, ‘OK, we won two at home. 
We know we could’ve lost, but that’s a good 
result. (UNC) was a good result.’ And then 
Wake Forest two days later, to be 0-0 for  

65 minutes with them, the best team in the 
country… I think these guys started to say, 
‘Maybe we can do everything we need to 
do. Maybe we can grieve, maybe we can 
mourn, but maybe playing is good for us.’”

Bradley lost to eventual national cham-
pion Wake Forest, 3-0, but confidence was 
not lost. A 2-2 tie at Creighton added to 
their belief, and the Braves set a program 
record for wins and finished 16-6-4. While 
Bradley was still winless in Omaha against 
Creighton, the Braves left with a result other 
than a loss for the first time in eight tries.

Throughout it all, the Braves honored 
Danny. A Celtic cross and the letters “DQ” 
and number “29” on the lower back of their 
jerseys and on the field at Shea Stadium 
were reminders of their teammate. 

We are the Braves… 
the mighty, mighty Braves
In 2006, Bradley was seconds away from  
its first Missouri Valley tournament title. The 
Braves were forced to defend a Creighton 
group desperate for a late goal, trailing 1-0. 
With 4.4 seconds left, Creighton tied the 
match. The Braves lost in overtime, and 
Creighton celebrated on Bradley’s field.

One year later in Omaha, Stephen Brust  
’07 scored the game-winner with about 90 
seconds left. The Braves, with much of the 
Dahlquist family, celebrated their first Valley 
tournament title on Creighton’s turf. “That’s 
when it started to come to me about the 
unworldly things,” DeRose said. “That’s the 
first time in my head I started to think, ‘Why 
now, after five or six losses? Why against a 
team that’s No. 4 or 5 in the country at their 
field? Why with 90 seconds left? Why does 
this go down the way it goes down?’ In 
sports, we say ‘What goes around, comes 
around.’ But for it to come around almost 
one year to the date that it went down, now 
you’re starting to say, ‘Wow, what’s going 
on here?’”

That was only the beginning. Bradley was 
guaranteed a spot in the NCAA tournament. 
In three earlier seasons, the Braves had been 
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For the Bradley soccer team, August 12 was the day soccer lost its significance, and 
the fragile nature of life came to the forefront. Some players wondered if they’d have 
a soccer season. Others questioned if they should even play. But inspired by fallen 
teammate Danny Dahlquist ’10 and his family, the field became a healing ground —  
a place the team could grieve, hope, heal, and eventually learn to smile again. 

“�It was 
important to 
me that we 
played soccer,  
but it wasn’t 
about winning 
games.”

— coach jim derose
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invited to the 48-team tourney as an 
at-large team, each time falling in their 
tournament opener at home. Instead of 
sitting on pins and needles hoping for an 
invitation to the tournament, Selection 
Monday was business as usual as the team 
learned it would play DePaul at home the 
first round. “I looked at that DePaul game 
a little differently because that was the  
first time we were going into an NCAA 
tournament game with a win,” DeRose 
said. Bradley won 2-0. 

Up next, Indiana. As UCLA is to basket-
ball, Indiana is to soccer. With a soccer 
tradition rich beyond words, the Hoosiers 
hold seven national championships (most 
recently in 2003 and ’04). “I couldn’t have 
scripted a better team to play,” DeRose 
said. “Indiana University defines college 
soccer. So now you get a chance to take 
your kids to play on hallowed ground. You 
see the seven banners, the 17 Final Fours, 
and the Big Ten championships.” The 
Braves trailed 1-0 in the first two minutes 

against the Hoosiers, who in 51 NCAA 
tournament home matches had lost only 
four times. Two buses of Bradley fans, 
including Danny’s parents and six brothers 
and sisters, saw Bradley pull even at 1-1  
in the second half, and advance in a 
penalty kick shootout, 5-4. The victory  
was euphoric, but no one could have 
predicted what was to come. 

On to Maryland. Another quality  
ACC team, the 2005 national champion 
Terrapins, with 10 College Cup appear-
ances, were vastly superior in building a 
2-0 halftime lead. “I was thinking about 
how special of a run we’ve had,” DeRose 
said of the late moments of the Sweet 16 
match. Then began what was dubbed the 
“Maryland Miracle.” Drew Degurian ’08 
scored with 2:31 left to pull within one. 
About two minutes later, Chris Cutshaw ’10, 
tied the match at 2-2. “If you would’ve 
asked me if they’d play like that to the end, 
I would’ve said, ‘Absolutely, that’s what 
they do in practice.’ Do I think you’re  
going to come back from two goals against 
Maryland on the road? No way,” DeRose 
said. Cutshaw scored the winner in the 
second overtime, sparking a wild celebra-
tion among the hundreds of Bradley fans, 
many of whom endured a 28-hour bus trip 
to attend. “That game was really magical,” 
Anderson said. “I can’t describe it. There 
wasn’t a tactic or formation we used. It 
was 11 kids with a lot of fight who didn’t 
give up.  A two-goal lead in soccer, that late, 
in an NCAA caliber game…it just doesn’t 
happen.”   

The next weekend on December 9, 
Bradley lost to Ohio State 4-0 in the 
national quarterfinals. As time dwindled, 
some former BU players led about 600  
fans in cheering “We are the Braves.” In 
keeping with tradition after their win over 
Creighton, the Braves acknowledged their 
fans with hugs and handshakes. “They 
went to hug the fans after a tough loss just 
like they did after every win,” said their 
coach. “And they cheered louder after a 

tough loss. The fans cheered just as loud 
because they were proud of them.”

Later in December, an ESPN crew visited 
campus to chronicle the story of a soccer 
team who overcame tragedy through the 
strength of a very special family. “The story 
here is how wonderful and special the 
Dahlquist family is,” DeRose said. “At a 
time when it could have been so raw, and 
they could’ve removed themselves from it, 
they stayed. If the Dahlquists are not there, 
the only story is the Braves won games 
praying and grieving for their fallen 
teammate.” 

President Joanne Glasser hugs Paul Tracy ’11  
after Bradley stunned Maryland, 3-2, in overtime  
on December 1 to advance to the Elite Eight. Glasser 
traveled to games at Indiana, Maryland, and Ohio State 
to follow the team’s incredible NCAA tournament run. 

2007–08 Soccer Team Roster

#	 Player Name	 Field Pos.	Y ear

00	 Drew Van Kampen	 GK	 RFr.
1	 Mike Haynes	 GK	 Sr.
2	 Graham Stockdale	 M	 So.
3	 Thiago Wong	 M	 So.
4	 Brad Snook	 D	 Jr.
5	 Joe Donoho	 D	 Sr.
6	 Cody Russell	 DM	 Sr.
7	 Stephen Brust	 F	 Sr.
8	 Drew DeGurian	 M	 Sr.
9	 Ken Hickman	 MF	 Sr.
10	 Grant Campbell	 DM	 So.
13	 Chris Cutshaw	 F/MF	 So.
14	 Todd Reedy	 D	 Sr.
16	 Paul Tracy	 MF/F	 Fr.
17	 Ted Anderson	 F	 Sr.
18	 Brian Lock	 D	 So.
19	 Justin Bigelow	 F	 So.
20	 Travis English	 DM	 So.
23	 Andrew Monteith	 F	 Jr.
25	 Packy Amundsen	 MF	 Fr.
26	 Nathan Groesch	 DM	 Fr.
27	 Rudy Garcia	 MF	 Fr.
28	 Ephraim Beard	 MF	 Fr.
29	 Danny Dahlquist	 MF	 RFr.
30	 Michael Motteler	 MF	 Fr.
31	 Wolfe Repass	 MF/F	 Fr.
32	 Joti Baruni	 MF	 So.
33	 J.C. Reid	 D	 Fr.

10   bradley.edu/hilltopics

bo
b 

hu
nt



Bradley Hilltopics Spring 2008   11

For some, Bradley University was their first workplace after finishing school.  

For others, it was intended to be another stepping stone in their careers. Some came  

for the tuition remission benefit for their children or themselves. Others came to  

Bradley simply to have a job. As the years of service turned into decades, however,  

they realized Bradley is more than a workplace: it is home. Seven faculty and staff 

members who have worked at the University for 25 years or more share their experiences.

By Nancy Ridgeway 
photography by duane zehr

Taking care of business
Ken Goldin ’64 MBA ’72

Sit down for a chat with Ken Goldin ’64  
MBA ’72, and you will hear story after story  
about his experiences at Bradley. Take the one about how he first 
started working at Bradley. “In December 1961, I was in a real estate 
course in Baker Hall. A secretary came to the door and asked the 
professor if I was there. President Ted Van Arsdale wanted to see 
me. He offered me the director of student activities position. I was 
involved in student activities, and the president wanted someone 
who could walk into the position. He asked around and found out  
I could fill the gap [when the person in that position was called up 
for active military duty].”

Goldin was destined to become a campus icon. He has worked  
as director of housing, director of auxiliary services, and has been 

business manager for about 30 years. His first project as business 
manager was the renovation of the Hartmann Center. “President 
Abegg told me to keep the project on track. I knew nothing about 
construction, but he told me I have a way with people.” Abegg later 
put him in charge of auxiliary services such as the bookstore, food 
service, and real estate. His favorite memory was hosting three 
planeloads of Bradley fans bound for the National Invitation 
Tournament in New York in 1982.

He comments, “We probably have the most exciting customers in 
the world — young people who are intelligent and want to be here. 
These young people keep us on our toes.”

Ken Goldin ’64 MBA ’72



A nurturing niche
Dr. Alan Galsky

When Dr. Alan Galsky came to Bradley in 
1969 as an assistant professor of biology, 
“the old Olin Hall was the new Olin Hall.”  
He taught until 1982 when he accepted a 
position as associate dean of the graduate 
school. “I enjoyed doing that but realized 
I came to Bradley to work with undergrads. 
That was pivotal because I thought if I wanted 
to be an administrator, I would have to leave 
Bradley. It was a real tug-of-war.”

While he struggled with a decision, he 
was offered the interim associate provost of 
student affairs position. There, Galsky found  
his niche, and he has continued in that role 
ever since. Galsky comments, “The main 
reason I came and stayed here for 38 years  
is because of our [faculty-staff] involvement 
with undergraduate students. We can really 
work with them and make a difference in 
their lives. In my position now, I’m respon-
sible, in one form or another, for anything 
with students outside the classroom. It is  
our goal and philosophy to offer students  
a complete set of programs, services, and 
activities that will ensure they have a rich, 
successful experience at Bradley. Students 
who become involved learn as much outside 
the classroom that will help later in life as 
they learn in the classroom. It’s critical to 
their growth and development and adds so 
much to what they do later in their lives.”

Where everybody knows your name
Johnnie Leemon

From washing dishes to managing a 
cafeteria and food court, Johnnie Leemon 
has found Bradley to be an ideal place  

to work. Leemon was a 19-year-old wife  
and mother when she was hired in 1976.

Leemon worked in Geisert and University 
halls before coming to Williams Hall more 
than 15 years ago. She also has helped with 
weddings, receptions, and University events 
on campus. As a cafeteria supervisor, 
Leemon’s job involves checking menus, 
overseeing preparations, keeping the kit- 
chen stocked, helping with the lunch line, 
filling out paperwork, and related duties. 

She enjoys receiving cards from former 
students who once worked for her. Now, 
many international students seek her out, 
saying, “I was told by someone in my home-
land, ‘Come work for Johnnie in Williams.’” 

She concludes, “The people here are  
like family. They’re like my sisters and my 
kids. There’s such a feeling of camaraderie 
here, not only in the cafeteria, but all over 
campus. I know the maintenance workers, 
the housekeepers, the garbage guy. This  
is a place where you’re known, and where 
you get to know everybody.”

It’s all about balance
Dr. Claire Etaugh

Dr. Claire Etaugh may not wear go-go  
boots to class, as she did when she first 
came to Bradley in 1965, but those boots 
have kept her walking up the ladder of 
success at Bradley. Etaugh arrived on campus, 
a young psychology professor who had not 
yet finished her doctoral dissertation. Today, 
she is dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. “Many faculty who came 
when I did planned to move on, but Bradley 
is such a great place, that many stayed.  
It’s big enough to offer opportunities to 

students and faculty, but small enough  
that you don’t feel isolated. There’s a sense 
of congeniality. You feel part of an overall 
enterprise working for a primary goal of 
educating students.”

Etaugh is the co-founder and remains  
the co-director of Bradley’s Child Study 
Center, a model preschool facility that 
opened 34 years ago. She also has devel-
oped several psychology courses and helped 
develop a women’s studies minor. She has 
served as co-op coordinator for LAS, chair of 
the psychology department, acting associate 
dean, associate dean, and interim provost.

She comments, “For me, it’s all about 
balance. At Bradley, as a new faculty member, 
I had a chance to carve out what I wanted 
to be, and over the last 20 years, I have 
gotten to be the administrator I want to  
be. It’s immensely satisfying working with 
the faculty to nourish a vibrant teaching-
learning environment. I make it a priority  
to teach each year and do research with 
students. My passion for those activities 
drew me to higher education in the first 
place, and students enrich my soul.”

Looking at the new and upcoming im- 
provements on campus, she says, “I think  
of the quote, ‘A rising tide raises all boats.’ 
As we increase the quality in one area, it 
spills over into other areas.”

Bringing Bradley to the world
Marian Phelps

Alumni who enrolled in the Study Abroad 
program may remember Marian Phelps, who 
serves as administrative support in that office. 

Phelps handles the paperwork and 
coordinates the January and May interim 

Dr. Alan Galsky Johnnie Leemon Dr. Claire Etaugh
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Study Abroad programs. “I handle sign-up, 
keeping the database current, collecting 
application materials, reserving hotels, and 
all other arrangements, such as bus service, 
ordering theater tickets, working with the 
faculty, and ordering books.”

Phelps was drawn to Bradley in 1979 
because of the tuition remission benefit for 
her children, but she has stayed long since 
they graduated. “I like working with 
students. It keeps me young.”

Phelps also has gone abroad with students 
so she knows what it’s like for students and 
staff. “I went in 1994 to London, Munich, 
Paris, Vienna, and Brugge, Belgium. Last 
May, I went to Dublin, and I’ve been to 
Copenhagen and to Hull, England, where 
we have Study Abroad semester programs.”

Working at Bradley has truly been a 
learning experience for Phelps, who began 
her career working for the history and 
sociology departments. “In school, I hated 
history, but I have grown to really like it. 
When I first worked in the history depart-
ment, I did typing for professors and learned 
a lot. I could probably pass the Russian 
history class without studying.”

All in the family
Eleonore Hansen

One reason the Bradley community seems 
like a family is that several Bradley couples 
work at the University. In that same tradi-
tion, Eleonore Hansen moved from Texas 
with her husband in 1968 when he was 
hired as a music professor. She was soon 
hired part-time to teach English.

Hansen began working full-time at 
Bradley when her husband decided to 

pursue his doctorate. “There was nothing 
full-time available in English, but the music 
department needed a librarian,” she 
remembers, noting the music library held 
scores and recordings. Hansen’s husband 
died a few years later, when their sons  
were 11 and 14, and having the Bradley 
family surrounding her became even more 
important. “Work was therapy for me.”

Working with music is a natural fit for 
Hansen, who played the oboe in the Peoria 
Symphony Orchestra until five years ago and 
now plays the recorder in ensembles. In the 
early 1970s, Hansen accepted a position in 
the Cullom-Davis Library. “I became an 
employee of the Library, but I stayed in 
Constance. I had duties both places, and  
I joked that my desk was in my briefcase.” 
The music library was moved to the main 
library in 1990. 

Passionate about a noble profession
Dr. K. Paul Kasambira

Dr. K. Paul Kasambira has been teaching 
Bradley students to teach for 28 years.  
The professor of education, born a twin  
in Zimbabwe, considers himself lucky to  
be here: African custom is to sacrifice the 
healthier twin at birth. That would have 
been him, but thanks to a missionary  
from Moline who converted his father to 
Christianity, his parents decided to keep 
both babies. “Now, years later, I am 
teaching Americans, that missionary’s 
people,” says Kasambira, one of 11  
children, nine of whom are educators.

Kasambira came to Indiana for college, 
and after completing his doctorate, he was 
ready to return to his homeland. “I couldn’t 

go back home, though, because of the 
political situation in what was then Rhodesia,” 
Kasambira says, noting political struggles 
had shut down all transportation in and  
out of the country.

 He accepted a position at Bradley, in- 
tending to move back in a year. But, after 
the first year, Bradley administrators applied 
on his behalf to secure a work permit. 
“Then, they helped me get a green card, 
which came in 1980. Now, here I am, 
enjoying every minute of it,” he says.

Kasambira also serves on the Board of 
Examiners for the National Council for the 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) 
and has been to more than 30 states 
evaluating teacher education programs.

One of Kasambira’s favorite classes is  
“ETE 115: Schools and Schooling in Am-  
erican Society.” The class is open to all 
majors. “It’s amazing how many, at the  
end of the semester, decide they want  
to be teachers. I also teach a class in 
diversity, which is very important, and  
for the past 20 years, I have taught in  
the Study Abroad program in England.”

Kasambira estimates he has taught more 
than 5,000 Bradley students. “The students 
keep me here. Education sets me on fire, 
and the students come to watch me burn.  
I love to see young people enroll at Bradley 
as teacher candidates and observe them 
grow into full-fledged professionals who  
are ready to go out and make a difference 
in people’s lives.”

Marian Phelps Eleonore Hansen Dr. K. Paul Kasambira
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In its heyday, as many as 8,500 fans would pack Robertson 
Memorial Field House for Bradley men’s basketball. Tickets 
were in such demand; Peorians found a way through the 
doors and sat in the aisles to cheer on the Bradley Braves 
against nationally ranked teams like Louisville, Cincinnati, 
Tulane, and Indiana State.

The home crowd — once described by legendary DePaul 
coach Ray Meyer as, “10,000 natives ready to riot” — 
helped Bradley amass a perfectly rounded 400-100 record 
at the Field House before the team moved downtown to 

Carver Arena for the 1982–83 season. The advantage  
was in large part the noise level. “Playing Bradley in that 
Field House was as about as tough of an assignment  
as you would get. Not only did they have good players,  
good teams, and outstanding coaching, but you couldn’t 
communicate with your own players because of the 
acoustics in that place,” said longtime Louisville coach 
Denny Crum, who was 2-4 at the Field House. “The noise 
level was unbelievable. You literally could not coach your 
team unless they were six inches from you.”

The mainstay on Main Street … the venerable venue …  

the fabled Field House … and to Bradley opponents, the Snake Pit.

 Robertson Memorial Field House still has a unique smell to it. Take a walk  

around the inside, and the noise from historic games in the ’50s, ’60s, and ’70s  

still echoes from the walls, the famed raised floor, and the theater seats. Let your imagination 

run wild, and you can still smell the freshly popped popcorn, hear the bounce of basketballs, 

and the roar of the Bradley faithful as the team emerges from its locker room.  When the 

Field House is torn down this spring after the women’s basketball season, the 59-year-old 

building will be replaced with a state-of-the-art, 4,500-seat arena and a dedicated practice 

facility for the men’s basketball program. While these much-needed facilities will create  

new memories for current and future students, many Bradley alums and Peoria natives  

will cherish memories of Robertson Memorial Field House.

Skye Johnson ’09
2007

peoriahistory.com

unless otherwise noted, photos 
are from one of the following:
special collections center, 
bradley university library
bradley Information  
Resources and Technology
duane zehr

hannibal circus, 1972lipizzan horses, 1971field house entrance, 1949

by justin phelps ’05



For Joe Stowell ’50 MA ’56, who coached 
the men’s team from 1965 to 1978 and  
the women’s team for a couple years in the  
’80s, the challenge of coaching was in the 
location of his seat. “The only bad thing 
about coaching here is you sat below the 
floor,” said Stowell, who was involved in 
more games at the Field House as a player, 
coach, and broadcaster than anyone. “At 
that time you couldn’t get up on the floor, 
or it was a technical foul. Now coaches 
roam the sidelines. So you had to stay down 
there, and really, you’ve got the worst seat 
in the house.”

Dave Snell ’76, radio voice of the men’s 
basketball team for 29 years, became a 
Bradley fan as a child. He says players were 
like actors on a stage on the raised floor. 
“The whole atmosphere was like theater,” 
he said. “The players would come out in the 
spotlight. It was like a show. And then the 
game would start, and Bradley would always 
win. The first game I saw was against Idaho 
State in December 1963. After the first time, 
I was hooked.”

From the first 
hint of popcorn,  
to the organist’s 

rendition of “In the Mood” as the Braves 
warmed up, the atmosphere at basketball 
games is what many alumni remember. “The 
smell,” Snell said, “it’s unique. I’d probably 
describe it as a basketball scent. It’s like no 
other I’ve experienced at any other arena.”

For Greg Florey ’69, it was the unity of  
the crowd. “The most enduring memory  
of the Field House is the consistent ritual  
20 minutes before a game,” wrote Florey, 
who became a fan in middle school. “From 
his perch across from the student section, 
the organist was able to get the first glimpse 
of the Bradley team exiting the locker room 
and filing toward the court along the 

student bleachers. As the first player 
reached courtside, the organist stopped 
playing his tune in mid-note and blasted out 
the notes to the Bradley fight song, ‘Charge 
on!’ The crowd would stand as one, and 
virtually every fan would shout, ‘Here come 
the Braves!’ At that moment, there was a 
unanimous feeling of exhilaration, confi-
dence, and invincibility I have not witnessed 
in any other setting.”

For other fans, sitting after the national 
anthem was occasionally an event in itself. 
“We sat high up on the north side,” Edith 
Gorenz Anderson ’48 wrote about games  
she attended with her husband Harold 
Anderson ’49. “There were so many people  
in each row you had to sit down fast after 
the national anthem to have room, and 
heaven help the guy on the end if he  
wasn’t fast enough.”

Scores of memories
The atmosphere at Robertson wouldn’t  
have been so memorable if it weren’t for  
the product on the floor. From national 
runner-up finishes in the National Invitation 
Tournament and NCAA tournament in  
its first season at Robertson to the record 

’50s field house commencementpacked field house, 1950registration, 1958
Tony Vuckovich ’09,  
ncaa send-off 2006

1946 1949 1964 / peoria journal star 2007

1946 A war-surplus hangar is  
constructed for educational uses.

1949 President David B. Owen 
announces plans to add a second 
war-surplus hangar for athletics and 
performances. The building is dedicated 
as Robertson Memorial Field House, 
after Coach A.J. Robertson.

1949 Bradley men’s basketball wins its 
first game at the Field House, 73-57, 

over Houston, but falls to Purdue, 
71-65, in the dedication game.

1951 Holiday on Ice visits for one  
of several shows in the ’50s.

1952 Plans are unveiled to install  
a planetarium in the Field House.  

1964 A brick façade is added to the 
Field House at a cost of $85,000.

1964 Signature letters are added 

above the ticket office entrance on 
Main Street as a gift by the ‘64  
senior class.

1982 Bradley men’s basketball moves 
to the Peoria Civic Center in downtown 
Peoria. Women’s basketball and volley-
ball continue to play at the Field House.

1992 A new weight room is completed.

1993 The Braves return to the Field 

House for a regular-season game for 
the first time since moving, and defeat 
Illinois Wesleyan, 81-63.

2002 A new scoreboard is installed.

2003 Renovations on the student- 
athlete facilities in the Field House 
begin. By fall 2004, changes include  
a new fitness center, study/media 
center, lounge, and new women’s 
basketball offices.

history of Robertson Memorial Field House

“�The floor at the Field 
House was intimidating, 
and the crowd was 
overwhelming.”

— dawn feest ’85



seven-overtime game against Cincinnati  
in 1981, the Braves had scores of memo-
rable moments. 

At the top of the list for many is “The 
Game of the Century”— No. 4 Bradley vs. 
No. 1 Cincinnati in 1960. Cincinnati’s Oscar 
Robertson, who was 0-3 at the Field House, 
scored an arena-record 46 points, but 
Bradley won 91-90. “The Braves had a 
three-point lead with seconds to go,” David 
Jackson ’60 remembered. “Oscar backed in 
for a final shot, and the Braves were very 
careful not to foul him. He made the shot 
and the clock ran out. The Field House was 
so crowded that night, even with a student 
ticket I sat in the aisle the whole game.”

Fred Filip ’59 tells a unique story from the 
game. “I and a friend on the Field House 
crew, Garry Norder ’63, grabbed the Field 
House cat, who was black, and locked him 
in the Cincinnati locker room the night 
before the game,” wrote Filip, a Field House 
worker as a student and a season ticket 
holder for 35 years. “It was a noontime start 
on a Saturday. I figured when the team was 
ready to open the door, the cat would be     
   eager to get out. Sure 

enough, they opened the door and out 
came a black cat.” 

The seven-overtime game in 1981 is 
another of the most memorable. The 
two-point loss to Cincinnati was one of  
the few defeats at the Field House for the 
Braves, who had a winning record at Rob- 
ertson for all but one season. The game  
still stands as the longest in NCAA history.

Then there are the four “last games” at 
the Field House in 1982. Between Missouri 
Valley Conference tournament and NIT 
games, the Braves played four postseason 
home games after the 1981–82 season. 
Each could have been the last at the Field 
House, but Bradley’s 77-61 win over Tulane 
in the NIT quarterfinals was the official last 
game and set the men’s win-loss record at 
Robertson at 400-100 (until a 1993 game 
against Illinois Wesleyan). The team went  
on to win the NIT after many felt the NCAA 
tournament selection committee snubbed 
the Braves.

The Field House wasn’t limited to Bradley 
basketball. Caterpillar had a team that 
played in the National Basketball Industrial 
League and, for many years, four area high 
school teams would play in the Illinois High 
School Association’s Class AA sectional 
tournament on the raised floor. “It’s a 
special place to play with all the history,” 
said Jeremy Crouch ’08, who played five 

games in three years at the Field House as a 
standout from Pekin. “Growing up around 
here, this is an icon for basketball.”

For area high school basketball players,  
a chance to play in the hangars was the 
ultimate dream. “Winning my senior year 
here was by far the best memory,” said Ryan 
Phillips ’10, who played on the Richwoods 
High School team that won the Peoria 
Sectional in 2005.  

For James Robertson, playing on the 
raised floor for Richwoods meant playing  
in the building named after his great-grand-
father. The son of William ’83 and Sally 
Grimm Robertson ’83 and grandson of  
William “Corky” ’53 MA ’64 and Delores Frels  
Robertson ’54, James played in one of the 
last high school games at the Field House  
in January in the River City Shootout. “It’s 
one of the most special things you can do  
in high school,” said James, who practiced 
shooting there as a child with his father and 
grandfather. “It’s one of the greatest venues 
in the state. There’s so much history, and 
there were so many great players like Oscar 
Robertson and Mitchell Anderson ’82 … to 
be walking and playing on the same court  
as them is unreal.”

More than a sports venue 
The Field House was far more than just the 
home of the Braves. Consider this list of 
events: registration, Caterpillar children’s 
Christmas parties, blood drives, campus 

barry goldwater political rally, 1964

meri-n-ettes, 1968

2100

muddy waters, 1975

prague symphony  
orchestra, 1972

the carpenters, 1972

Number of season tickets sold when 
Bradley offered a five-year season-ticket plan in 1949. 
At a cost of $25 per year, the deal was a bargain.  
More than $320,000 was raised to help fund the  
new building, which had a total cost of $600,000.

Remembering Robbie
Alfred James Robertson, left, for whom Robertson Memorial 
Field House is named, is to Bradley athletics as Lydia Moss 
Bradley is to the University. “Robbie” served as coach and  
athletic director for 28 years. He coached football, basket-
ball, and baseball simultaneously and compiled a record of 

704-407-16 (.632 winning percentage). Robertson remains the 
winningest coach in Bradley basketball history at 316-187 (.628). 

“Robbie was Bradley athletics,” said Joe Stowell.

This spring, Robertson was inducted into the MVC Hall of Fame  
in the Institutional Great category, which is reserved for a player, coach,  

or athletic administrator who competed or worked at a current Valley school when  
the institution was not a member of the league. After Bradley was left out of two  
postseason tournaments in 1948, despite a 28-3 record, Robertson worked to make  
the independent Braves members of the Missouri Valley.
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carnivals, concerts, Holiday on Ice, science 
fairs, roller derby, and numerous speakers, 
including Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower during 
his presidential campaigns in the ’50s and 
President Gerald Ford in 1976.

The Meri-N-Ettes were a staple as halftime 
entertainment. “I remember being chosen 
to be a Meri-N-Ette in 1968, the early 
morning practices on the raised floor, and 
the first time in uniform walking up onto  
the floor to perform,” Jolyn Dorick Trzyna ’71 
wrote. “There was nothing like that energy! 
Because I am tall, during my senior year I 
was the ‘head’ of the line. Imagine the rest 
of the line queuing on you as you march 
straight down the length of the floor.”

John Gibson ’57 MBA ’68 was in attendance 
in 1973 when Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 
made what was likely his final talk in his 
home diocese of Peoria. David Oedewaldt ’60 
remembers target shooting under the east 
bleachers for the Air Force ROTC between 
1956 and 1958. 

Marilyn Voss Leyland ’67 said one of her 
earliest memories of the Field House was  
the Caterpillar children’s Christmas party, 
which featured circus-type acts like clowns, 
trained animals, and jugglers. She recalled 
mass polio immunizations given in the Field 
House in the 1950s and school science fairs 
in the 1960s. 

Then there were the graduations. Many 
alumni wrote about the intense heat in the 
Field House during spring commencement. 
“Graduation at the Field House in June of 
1966 was in stifling heat,” Lawrence Martin 
’66 wrote. “And President Van Arsdale’s 
shortened commencement address was not 
only a relief but also an exclamation point 
for going ‘onward’ but never forgetting 
Robertson Memorial Field House.” 

Cliff Hasselbacher ’49 was a member  
of the first class to graduate at the Field 
House, which was only half complete  
for the ceremony. “It was so hot,” said 
Hasselbacher, who held season tickets for 
section B, row 6, seats 5 and 6. “Most of 
the men wore only their underwear under 
the robes!” 

In December, President Joanne K. Glasser’s 
first commencement address was the last at 
the Field House. “This hallowed place has 
been one of tremendous excitement 
through the years, as it is today,” she told 
the graduating class of about 400. “But this 
ceremony is bittersweet, too, for it is the last 
commencement at Robertson. So besides 
being an important milestone for you,  
it is for the University, as well, as we say 
goodbye to this old friend.” 

jack benny bill cosby, 2002

final field house 
commencement, december 2007

roller derby, 
1972

meri-n-ettes, 1968 8300
400,000

400
16

student expo, 2003

Seating capacity when the 
Field House opened. 

Weight in tons of the $16,000 
floor modeled after the Cow  
Palace in San Francisco. The floor 
was made of 160 panels, bolted  
in a jigsaw assembly.

Number of wins for Bradley men’s 
basketball at the Field House until 
the team moved to Carver Arena 
in 1982. The team was 400-100, 
won four NIT championships, and 
was an NCAA tournament runner-
up twice while the Field House 
was its home.

Number of people who attended an 
event there in its first six months.

Visit bradley.edu/hilltopics for a variety  
of interesting alumni stories of Robertson 
Memorial Field House and to share your 
own favorite memories of the venerable 

venue on Main Street.

Memories Shared Online

Before virtually every city of size had an 
arena, the Field House was a regular stop 
for big-name entertainers. Visit bradley.
edu/hilltopics for a list of performers 

who played the Field House.

they played in peoria



	

name

name

name

* see photo

name

connect, network & remember
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ClassNotes
leaders of the band

Late summer of ’51 was a busy time in the Fogelberg household on Peoria’s East Bluff. Lawrence Fogelberg  
was named the new leader of the Bradley University band in September. Just a month earlier, he and his wife 
Margaret Irvine Fogelberg ’43 had welcomed their third son, Dan. A love of music was destined to make the 
family well known — Larry as a highly respected bandleader, Marg for her own musical gifts and community 
involvement, and Dan for the fame that comes with writing and performing hit songs.

In 1977, Dan told Rolling Stone he could trace his interest in classical music to his childhood. “I was constantly 
surrounded by good music, whether I wanted to be or not,” he said. His 1981 album, The Innocent Age, had four 
songs hit the nation’s top 20. Its liner notes thank numerous famous musicians and writers for inspiration, but 
conclude with “and most of all, my Father for his gift of music, and my Mother for her gift of words.”

His mother’s wartime enrollment at Bradley was the first of the family’s connections to the University. 
Margaret Irvine was a Peoria teen who had emigrated with her parents from Scotland as a young child. A music 
major, Maggie pledged Lambda Phi (later Pi Beta Phi) and directed the sorority’s chorus.

In 1946 she married Lawrence Fogelberg. The couple met when he was interviewing for a job at Woodruff 
High School. Larry’s talent as a director was undisputed. His first high school band in DeKalb had been national 
champions in 1940; he had directed an Army band composed of famous musicians that was broadcast weekly 
across America; and had produced the Detroit Lions’ halftime shows.

As band director on the Hilltop, Larry conducted 4 p.m. practices in Siepert Hall after his day at the high 
school. Some of the musicians had been his students at Woodruff or Pekin High School where he began working 
in 1956. The BU band played at the east end of Robertson Memorial Field House for basketball games, marched 
at football games, and played concerts and for convocations. The Fogelberg boys — Marc, Pete, and Dan — 
could be found at some of the performances. One of his earliest memories, Dan once told an interviewer, was 
being four years old and standing on a box in front of his father, “conducting” the band with a baton in hand.

Larry Fogelberg led Bradley’s band throughout the ’50s. Margaret was a music teacher and community 
volunteer. She was president of the Pi Beta Phi Alumnae Club in 1957–58 and of the Peoria Symphony League 
the next year. In 1968, her husband was selected from 32,000 band directors for a national award.

By the time their youngest son reached Woodruff High, he was playing in bands of his own. Classmates  
recall if the school had a chili supper or a talent show, they knew Dan Fogelberg would provide entertainment. 

His first combo, the Clan, was a finalist at an Illinois State Fair competition in 1966. Then  
he moved on to the Coachman, a popular group that often played for Bradley dances  
and events.

As a University of Illinois student, Dan was playing at coffeehouses when he was 
“discovered” by the same agent who managed the Eagles. His parents’ uncertainty when  
he left college and moved to California is reflected in a line from a moving, autobiographical 
song: “Thank you for the freedom when it came my time to go.”

That song, Leader of the Band, was a tribute to his father who died in 1982. Out of 15 
albums’ worth of songs, many of them platinum, it remains one of Dan Fogelberg’s most 
famous. As a result, Larry was interviewed by national media, but his favorite part of the 
experience was hearing from so many former students, both from the high schools and 
Bradley. “I was so gratified that I was able to give him that song before he passed on,”  
Dan commented years later. 

With his mother in the audience, the last time Dan played for a hometown crowd was 
June 2002 (shown at left). While arranging another tour two years later, he learned he was 
ill. Reported by publications ranging from the New York Times to Time Magazine, the news 
of his death on December 16, 2007, saddened millions who had been inspired by his 
words and melodies. While humming or singing Leader of the Band, some have to pause 
for a moment at another meaningful line:

“Thank you for the music” seems to say it all — to Dan Fogelberg, as well as his family.

Visit danfogelberg.com for more on his life and music.

Bradley band director Lawrence 
Fogelberg (1951), Dan Fogelberg  
in concert (2002), and Margaret 
Irvine Fogelberg (1943). She 
resides in Peoria and is a member  
of CIBAC.

Fogelberg family’s roots at Bradley
by gayle erwin mcdowell ’77
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InMemory

	 Evabeth Miller Kienast ’34, December 10, 
2007, Peoria. She was a reporter and arts columnist 
for the Peoria Star until 1959. Evabeth worked in 
public relations and then ran the office of her 
husband’s medical practice in Chicago until 1970. 
She was a member of Lambda Phi at Bradley. 
Survivors include her brother and stepdaughter.
	 E. Harold “Andy” Missal ’35, December 18, 
2007, East Peoria. He was controller for the Brass 
Foundry Co. for 28 years, retiring in 1992. Earlier he 
worked at the University Club and F. Meyer & Bros. 
Hardware and Industrial Supplies. Andy attained the 
rank of captain in the Army Transportation Corps.  
His wife Emma survives.
	 Norma Davies Hopkins ’36, October 31, 2007, 
Hopedale. She was a teacher and later worked as a 
news correspondent for area newspapers. A founder 
of Tazewell County Rural Youth, Norma also directed 
her church choir. Three sons, eight grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren survive.
	 Albert Siepert Jr. ’36, January 24, Tucson, 
Arizona. An Army veteran, he was executive officer 
of the National Institutes of Health from 1947 to 
1958. When NASA was established, he became its 
director of business administration from 1958 to 
1963. He was then deputy director of Kennedy 
Space Center until 1969 when he began working  
at the Institute for Social Research at the University 
of Michigan. Albert was a BU Centurion and was 
honored with the Distinguished Alumnus Award  
in 1960. Siepert Hall was named in memory of his 
father, who had been Bradley’s dean of education and 
industrial arts. Albert is survived by his daughter, sister, 
six grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.
	 Eleanor Blanchard Seckel ’37, January 3,  
Palm Harbor, Florida. She was a champion golfer 
and served on the board of the Women’s Western 
Golf Association. Eleanor was president of the Junior 
League of Peoria and was named volunteer of the 
year. Two children, two grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren survive.
	 Dorothy Miner Bliss ’39, December 13, 2007, 
Plano, Texas. She was a member of Chi Omega at 
Bradley. Survivors include her husband Franklin 
Palmer Bliss ’37, three children, and several 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

1940s
	 Janet Moore Orsborn ’40, November 14,  
2007, Naples, Florida. A member of Delta Kappa  
at Bradley, she was a kindergarten teacher in Peoria 
in the late ’50s. Surviving are her husband Charles 

Orsborn ’39 MS ’51, a daughter, granddaughter, 
and great-grandson.
	 Carolyn Bailie Hawk ’41, August 26, 2007, 
Bradenton, Florida. A member of Chi Omega at 
Bradley, she was a first grade teacher.
	 Robert Willis ’41, August 5, 2007, Peoria.  
He worked for the U.S. Postal Service for 26 years,  
as well as Caterpillar and Hiram Walker. He was a 
World War II Army veteran. Survivors include his wife 
Augusta, four children, seven grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren.
	 Dorothy Mayhew Lay ’42, August 15, 2007, 
Kewanee.
	 Robert Molitor ’43, December 15, 2007,  
Peoria. He operated Molitor Electric for more than 
50 years. He was a founding member of Peoria 
Heights Congregational Church. Robert was a World 
War II Army veteran. Surviving are his wife Marilyn, 
three children, and several grandchildren and  
great-grandchildren.
	 Cecil Patterson ’43, September 2007, Tennyson, 
Indiana. He practiced medicine in four Indiana 
communities: Dale, Evansville, Scottsburg, and 
Charlestown where he chaired the town redevelop-
ment effort. He enjoyed painting, raising cattle, and 
hosting Doc’s Annual Cookout for local residents. 
Cecil was an Army veteran. His son survives.
	 Media Stubblefield Totten ’44, December 9, 
2007, Peoria. A high school math teacher, Media 
was also an active volunteer. She was a member of 
Pi Beta Phi. Her husband Jack Totten ’48 survives.
	 Harry Kolditz ’47, September 18, 2007, Peoria. 
He was an inspector at Caterpillar for 30 years.  
A World War II Navy veteran, he was active in 
Masonic work, VFW Post 814, and the American 
Legion. Survivors include his wife Eileen, two sons, 
and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
	 Sally Stubblefield Luthy ’47, October 27, 
2007, Las Vegas. She was employed by the Peoria 
Journal Star for many years and earlier worked for 
AT&T. A member of Pi Beta Phi at Bradley, Sally was 
involved with the Methodist Hospital Service League. 
Her two sons survive.
	 Robert Calhoun ’48, October 29, 2007, 
Marquette Heights. Bob retired in 1984 from 
Caterpillar where his work included mechanical 
drawings for the catalog. He had been president of 
the local library board and the Lion’s Club. A Korean 
War Army veteran, he was a member of Rho Delta at 
Bradley. Surviving are his wife Barbara, two children, 
and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

	 Eleanor Read Hayes ’48, October 3, 2007, 
Chillicothe. She taught home economics at 
Mid-County High School. A member of Sigma  
Kappa at Bradley, Eleanor was active in the Eastern 
Star and her church. Survivors include her husband 
Robert, two daughters, three stepchildren, 11 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
	 James Neifing ’49, March 10, 2007, Davenport, 
Iowa. He managed personnel and industrial 
relations for a division of Gulf & Western Manufac-
turing Co. A member of Theta Xi at Bradley, Jim  
was active in his church and several organizations. 
Survivors include two children, three grandchildren, 
and his friend Beverly Linn.

1950s
	 Allen Brady ’50, December 5, 2007, Alvarado, 
Texas. He was a district manager with State Farm  
in New Mexico before being ordained as a minister. 
Allen served Disciples of Christ churches in Texas, 
Arizona, and New Mexico. His wife Maryjane, three 
children, and several grandchildren survive.
	 Frederick J. (Jim) Carney ’50, October 8, 2007, 
Mauston, Wisconsin. He was a senior underwriter 
for Continental Casualty Insurance, retiring after 
more than 25 years. A member of Sigma Chi at 
Bradley, Jim was active in the Knights of Columbus 
and his community. He was a World War II Army 
veteran. Surviving are his wife Gerrie, six children, 
and eight grandchildren.
	 Thomas Flatley ’50, July 28, 2007, Springfield. 
He was an auditor for the Illinois Department of 
Revenue, retiring in 1986. He was a World War II 
Navy veteran. Eight children, 13 grandchildren,  
and seven great-grandchildren survive.
	 Leona Krause Johnson ’50, November 17, 2007, 
Peoria. She was a nurse and served in the Army Air 
Corps during World War II. A member of the Air 
Force Band and the band at BU, she later taught 
piano and organ in Bloomington for many years. 
Surviving are three children, four grandchildren,  
and two great-grandchildren.
	 William McEnary ’50, August 24, 2007, Peoria. 
He worked in account sales at Caterpillar for 42 
years. A World War II Navy veteran, Bill was an avid 
golfer. He was interested in genealogy. Survivors 
include his wife Wilma, seven children, nine 
grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.
	 William L. Miller Sr. ’50, October 30, 2007, 
Peoria. He was an administrative engineer for the 
city, retiring in 1996. Bill had served as president  
of the Independent Sports Club and was involved  

1930s
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in Masonic work. A World War II Navy veteran, he was 
a member of Sigma Phi at Bradley. Five children, three 
grandchildren, and a great-granddaughter survive.
	 Robert Weyeneth ’50, August 24, 2007, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. A World War II veteran, he worked 
at Fort Wayne Bible College and was instrumental  
in getting WBCL on the air. He was a cofounder of  
a local Christian school. He served with HCJB World 
Radio in Ecuador and the U.S. from 1976 to 1998. 
Surviving are his wife Irene, two children, and five 
grandchildren.
	 Robert Zoul ’50, October 9, 2007, Elgin. He  
was employed by Kraft Foods for 43 years. He was  
a Korean War veteran. Survivors include his wife 
Jerri, three children, and three grandchildren.
	 Leigh Johnson ’51, July 8, 2007, Oceanside, 
California.
	 Wayne Blystone ’52, January 5, Normal. He  
was the owner of Traveland of Southern Illinois in 
Centralia. Wayne had worked in Columbus, Ohio, at 
North American Aviation and Cummins Engine Co. 
He also was employed at General Radiator in Mount 
Vernon. Surviving are his wife Ramona, three sons, 
and four grandchildren.
	 Elmer “Chuck” Siewert ’52, October 26, 2007, 
Algonquin. He retired from Continental Machine  
Co. as president. Chuck helped guide the growth  
of Elk Grove Village and served on the town’s plan 
commission. He later worked part-time at Willow 
Creek Community Church. His wife Theresa, four 
children, and nine grandchildren survive.
	 Eldon Prather ’53, November 1, 2007,  
Little Rock, Arkansas. He was an executive at  
Pekin Insurance. Eldon was a member of Tau Kappa 
Epsilon at Bradley. Survivors include his wife Diane 
Schuller Prather ’52, two children, three 
grandchildren, and a great-grandchild.
	 Jack Shepard ’53, July 21, 2007, Champaign. 
Jack was an office manager for the USDA for 30 
years. He was a Marine Corps veteran. His wife 
Patricia Lampman Shepard, MA ’53 survives.
	 Carl Toland ’53, October 18, 2007, Knoxville, 
Tennessee. He retired from Sara Lee Corp. in 1990. 
An Air Force veteran, Carl became a life master in dupli-
cate bridge in 2006. Survivors include his wife Jane.
	 Marjorie Frey Goodyear ’54, October 21, 2007, 
Morton. She was an RN in the nursery at Methodist 
Medical Center for 15 years and then worked as  
an occupational nurse at Caterpillar for 15 years. 
Surviving are her husband Howard, four children, 
and eight grandchildren.

	 Robert Muir ’54, September 23, 2007, 
Highlands Ranch, Colorado. He worked for several 
architectural firms until founding Muir & Associates 
in 1972. Rob was honored as Colorado Architect of 
the Year in 1978. He provided grant-writing services 
for undercapitalized school districts and received 
numerous awards for exceptional school design.  
A supporter of the arts, Rob was active in the com- 
munity and chaired the United Way campaign. He 
was an Air Force veteran. His wife Janice, four children, 
six stepchildren, and 11 grandchildren survive.
	 Roger Dersch ’55, November 2, 2007, Morton. 
He retired in 1990 after 30 years with AT&T. 
Survivors include his wife Rosie Waugh Dersch ’55, 
four children, and six grandchildren.
	 Richard Groharing ’55, August 26, 2007, 
Morrison. Dick retired as president of Groharing 
Mason Contractors in 1996. He was president of  
the local Chamber of Commerce and served on local 
school boards. He was involved with Sauk Valley 
Community College for many years. In 1989 he was 
president of the Illinois Community College Trustees 
Association. Dick was an Army veteran. His wife 
Rachel, two sons, and six grandchildren survive.
	 Allen J. Nelson ’55, December 9, 2007,  
Overland Park, Kansas. He worked as a systems 
analyst. Prior to retiring in 1998 he was a student 
loans compliance officer for the state of Illinois. 
Allen was active in his church and the Knights of 
Columbus in Lake Forest. A Navy veteran, he retired 
from the Reserves in 1994 as a commander.  
Two children and two granddaughters survive.
	 Helen Seely Raue ’55, March 28, 2007,  
Lockport. She was a teacher in District 92 for 37 
years. Helen was active in the Eastern Star and her 
church. Her husband Jim, three children, and four 
grandchildren survive.
	 Duane Lovestrand ’56, August 23, 2007, 
Burnsville, Minnesota.
	 Melvin Benovitz ’58, December 8, 2007, 
Louisville, Kentucky. He was a co-founder of Master 
Charge, president of AirPlus Americas, and senior 
vice president of 1st National Bank and JC Penney 
Credit Card Services. Melvin was active in the 
community and served as president of B’nai B’rith. 
At Bradley he was president of Alpha Epsilon Pi. 
Surviving are his wife Shellie, three children,  
and five grandchildren.
	 Russell Staker ’59 MSME ’65, November 13, 
2007, Peoria. He retired as a Caterpillar engineer in 
2000. His interests included antiques and miniatures.

1960s
	 Donald Diemer MS ’61 MEA ’69, September 11, 
2007, Peoria. He worked as an engineer in research 
at Caterpillar, retiring in 1986 after 34 years. He was 
an Army veteran. His wife Carole, two sons, and two 
grandsons survive.
	 James Furlong ’61, September 21, 2007, Hilton 
Head Island, South Carolina. He founded ALKON 
Corp. in Columbus, Ohio, and was active in the 
community. He enjoyed boating and fishing. 
Survivors include his wife Suzanne, five children,  
and eight grandchildren.
	 Doreen Danner Cunningham ’62, July 26, 2007, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She was a member of 
Sigma Kappa at Bradley. Survivors include her 
husband James F. Cunningham MS ’70, two 
daughters, and four grandchildren.
	 Samuel B. Wilson ’62, December 8, 2007, 
Hampton, Virginia. Sam held a master’s degree in 
guidance and counseling from the University of 
Hartford. He was a minister and a Navy veteran.  
His wife Fay, four children, and 11 grandchildren 
survive.
	 Duane Springer ’63, August 25, 2007, 
Metamora. He co-owned Springer Electric Co.  
Duane was an avid sportsman. Survivors include  
two brothers.
	 Jack Hasler ’64, December 19, 2007, Peoria.  
He was employed by CILCO for 41 years, retiring  
as general manager in 1989. An active volunteer, 
Jack was a school board member and a Dale 
Carnegie instructor. He served in the Marine Corps 
during the Korean War. Surviving are his wife Helga, 
three children, and three grandchildren.
	 Gerald Tjaden ’64, December 12, 2007, 
Bartonville. He worked at Keystone Steel & Wire  
Co. for 35 years. Gerald was an active member  
of Bethel Lutheran Church. His wife Carol, two 
children, his mother, and six grandchildren survive.
	 Marianne Niehaus Tiebout ’65, September 19, 
2007, Sacramento, California. She started two local 
businesses, Class in Bath and The Lunch Bucket. 
Surviving are her husband Neil Tiebout ’65, two 
children, and four grandchildren.
	 Ethel Oertley ’67, October 23, 2007, Peoria.  
She taught in the Dunlap schools and was active in 
community youth activities. Survivors include her 
husband Glenn, three children, five grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren.
	 Charles Cicci MBA ’68, August 9, 2007, 
Covington, Tennessee. He worked for 33 years  
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Wilson Wilmarth, head of the modern language 
department in the ’40s, died on November 1, 2007, in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. He was a professor at Bradley for 14 years before becoming 
chairman of romance languages at Colorado State. He retired in 1972. 
Survivors include two daughters, six grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren.

Feng Xiao, visiting assistant professor of international studies, 
died on December 8, 2007. Prior to coming to Bradley in August, he 
was an adjunct professor at Montgomery College and George Mason 
University. He held a doctoral degree from the University of Miami.  
His wife Hongyi Li and son survive.

faculty
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for the state of Illinois at the Lincoln Development 
Center and then for two years in Tennessee. Chuck 
was active in the Knights of Columbus, Rotary, and 
his church. He was a volleyball and basketball 
referee. His wife Barbara, five children, 13 grand- 
children, and five great-grandchildren survive.
	 Forrest Powers ’68, September 30, 2007, 
Morton. Forrest was a salesman for IBM until 1977 
when he started Computer Properties Unlimited.  
He held a master’s degree from the University  
of Chicago. His mother and daughter survive.
	 Joe Restivo ’68, November 26, 2007, Los 
Angeles. He performed on the national comedy club 
circuit and had appeared in more than 15 TV shows. 
Joe also performed in USO shows overseas. In the 
early ’60s he recorded Summer Love and other songs 
under the name of Joey Richards. Joe earned two 
master’s degrees and worked in marketing before 
becoming a comedian. Surviving are his wife 
Maryanne, three sons, and his mother.

1970s
	 Duane Davy ’70, October 9, 2007, Chicago. He 
retired in 2004 as coordinating planner with the city. 
Duane was a Korean War Air Force veteran. He was 
an active volunteer with local theater. Survivors 
include his father, stepmother, sister, and friend 
JoAnn Worthy.
	 Robert Messinger ’71, December 25, 2007, 
Morganton, North Carolina. He taught English  
for 33 years in Providence, Rhode Island, retiring  
in 2006. Twice he was voted teacher of the year  
at Mount Pleasant High School where he served  
as Academic Decathlon coach. Bob was active in  
his church and its choir. His wife Dee Dee and  
their son survive.
	 Valerie Wilcoxson Ergle ’73, December 24, 
2007, Mapleton. She retired in June after teaching 
at Manual High School for 29 years. Survivors 
include her husband Preston and her parents.

	 Jean “Jill” Rogers ’74, December 12, 2007, 
Braidwood. She was a computer systems analyst  
in Palatine School District 211 for many years. Jill 
played in the band at Bradley. She was active in  
her church. Her parents and three brothers survive.
	 Richard Waldmeier ’74, November 7, 2007, 
Pekin. He was a technical writer at Caterpillar  
for 29 years. An avid photographer, Richard was 
involved in a state RV association. His wife  
Nancy, two sons, and his parents survive.
	 Patsy Browder ’76, August 19, 2007, Chicago. 
She worked in management with Walgreen’s for 
more than 10 years. A member of Delta Sigma Theta 
at Bradley, Patsy was active in the Saint Felicitas 
parish. Her mother, brother, and two sisters survive.
	 Susan Smith Whitehouse ’76, December  
10, 2007, Metamora. A freelance writer for the 
Metamora Herald, she was assistant choir director at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church for many years. Survivors 
include three children and four grandchildren.
	 Mardell “Mardy” Hinrichsen, MA ’77, 
November 20, 2007, Peoria. She was a nursing 
instructor at Methodist School of Nursing and Illinois 
Central College. An active volunteer, Mardy also  
was involved in her church. Five children and  
13 grandchildren survive.
	 Gregory M. Williams ’78, December 28, 2007, 
Pekin. He worked in the electric power division of 
Caterpillar. Greg ran the sound system and helped 
with the college dinners at Bradley Epworth United 
Methodist Church. Surviving are his wife Mona,  
two sons, and his mother.

1980s
	 Anton “Tony” Christians ’81, December 3, 
2006, Oblong. He was a mechanical engineer  
for Halliburton in China before returning to Illinois  
in 1992. Tony was the owner of the Village Tap. 
Survivors include his mother.

	 Leanne Johnson ’82, August 24, 2007, Byron. 
She was a professional storyteller and served on  
the board of the Northlands Storytelling Network. 
Survivors include her husband Dayton Smith II,  
her mother, and three stepchildren.

1990s
	 Julia Deissler Bjerke MS ’97, November 30, 
2007, Dunlap. She was a metallurgical engineer  
at Caterpillar’s Technical Center in Mossville. Julie 
was an active member of Prospect United Methodist 
Church. Survivors include her husband Ron, three 
sons, her parents, and two sisters.

2000s
	 Edward Dillon ’02, December 31, 2007, 
Arlington Heights. He joined the local police  
force in 2003 and was working as an investigator. 
Ed earned a master’s degree in criminal justice in 
2005 from Boston University. At Bradley he served  
in the Student Senate. Surviving are his parents  
and two brothers.
	 Blythe Ann O’Sullivan ’04, December 6, 2007.  
A native of Bloomingdale, she had been serving in 
the Peace Corps in Suriname since May 2006. She 
was working with women to develop a community 
center and a potable water project. Prior to joining 
the Peace Corps she worked as an event coordinator 
in Denver. Blythe was a member of Beta Gamma 
Sigma society at Bradley and served on the exec- 
utive board of Alpha Psi Omega for theatre.  
Her parents survive.

Student
	 Jennifer Buckman ’09, November 16, 2007, 
Morton. She was a member of Alpha Chi Omega 
and the Women’s Choir at Bradley. Jennifer was 
office and sales manager of Buckman Photography. 
Survivors include her parents and sister.



Alumni Events
April 16
Chicago Bulls vs. Raptors, 7:30 p.m.; pre-game 
party, 5:30 p.m.

April 18-20
Peoria BU Black Alumni Alliance reunion

May 2
Peoria CIBAC Wine Tasting, Prairie Center of the 
Arts, 1506 S.W. Washington, 5:30–8 p.m.

May 7
Chicago Lincoln Park alumni event, Trattoria Roma, 
1535 N. Wells, 5:30–7:30 p.m.; $17 includes hors 
d’oeuvres; cash bar

June 5
Chicago Classes of 1980-89 alumni event, Hinsdale 
Golf Club, 140 Chicago Ave., Clarendon Hills, 6–8 
p.m., complimentary hors d’oeuvres and beverages

June 29
Philadelphia Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs baseball game, 
Coca-Cola Park, 1:30 p.m.

July 17
Chicago Kane & DuPage Counties alumni boat 
cruise, St. Charles Paddlewheel Riverboats, 2 North 
Avenue, St. Charles, 6–7:30 p.m., $20 includes  
1 1/2 hour cruise and dinner

July 28
Chicago golf outing, Royal Fox Country Club, noon

August 3
St. Louis SLABAC alumni picnic and student send-off

For more information, visit bualum.org  
or contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 
309-677-2240 or 800-952-8258.

people & events
AlumniNews
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In the nearly 11 years since I came “home” to Bradley University, 
alumni have demonstrated time and again that you are without rival 
in commitment and loyalty to your alma mater. I share your pride and 
consider it a great privilege to serve as your alumni director. 

You are the heart of Bradley University, and the Bradley University 
Alumni Association (BUAA) is dedicated to providing a wide range of 

activities, resources and benefits to serve you. In addition, we wish to provide you with meaningful 
ways that you can give back to the University and our students. I invite you to explore the opportuni-
ties available to you today and to share your ideas for new programs with us.

Of course, most activities pale beside the excitement of introducing our new president to alumni 
across the country. President Joanne Glasser joins us in one of the most thrilling times in Bradley’s 
history. We are witnessing a Renaissance — a rebirth of our physical campus and rejuvenation of  
our spirit. Among the important projects being carefully considered is a new alumni center ... a 
campus “home” where all alumni can unite in pride.

I invite each of you to join us on the journey — get involved, get connected, and in the words  
of one former student leader, get excited! Contact us at bualum@bradley.edu to find out just  
how easy it is. 

I look forward to sharing this space with you in future issues of Bradley Hilltopics. Until next time, 
be sure to visit bualum.org to learn more about the BUAA and all the exciting opportunities 
available to you. 

Hail Red and White!

REFER A STUDENT  Help bring the best and brightest students from across the country  
to Bradley. Refer prospective students online by visiting bualum.org/get_involved, and the  
Office of Admissions will send information to them. 

Submit nominations  
for alumni awards
The Bradley University Alumni Association 
(BUAA) seeks nominations for three awards 
presented annually to alumni and friends of the 
University.  The awards include the Distinguished 
Alumnus/a Award, the Outstanding Young 
Graduate Award, and the Lydia Moss  
Bradley Award.

For information about criteria or to receive  
a nomination form, call 800-952-8258 or 
309-677-2240 or visit bualum.org. Mail 
nominations and supporting materials by  
April 15 to Alumni Awards, Bradley University, 
1501 W. Bradley Avenue, Peoria, IL 61625; fax 
them to 309-677-3595; or fill out the online 
nomination form.

D i r e c t o r ’ s  C o r n e r

lori winters fan 
executive director, alumni relations

President’s receptions
President Joanne Glasser continues to meet with 
alumni and friends at receptions nationwide. Plans 
are underway for the following receptions:

April 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Dallas home of Chuck ’79 and 
Audrey Limonta Anderson ’80, Westlake, 6:30 p.m.

April 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Raleigh Long Lake Club House, 
7481 Silver View Lane, 6 p.m.

April 15. . . . . . . . . . . .           Seattle Cutters Bayhouse, 2001 
Western Ave., 6:30 p.m.

May 20. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Springfield, IL

September 23. . .  Atlanta

October 14 . . . . . . .      Houston

October 15 . . . . . . .      San Antonio/Austin

October 28 . . . . . . .      San Francisco
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Philadelphia Alumni gathered December 4 for a TV viewing party to watch the 
Braves take on the Michigan State Spartans. Shown from left are Ron Coleman 
’64, Rich Jankowski ’83, Jim Miller ’02, Bill Eaton ’63, Val isbell Miller ’03, 
Lyn Arians Eaton ’62, and Scott Swickard ’07.

Peoria Future alumni cheer on the Braves at the men’s basketball game on 
Alumni Weekend. Hundreds of alumni enjoyed a variety of game-day events  
on January 19. From left: Nicholas Rossi, William Mueller, Patrick Rabbitt, 
Michael Jensen and Dominic Rossi. In back is Andrea Rossi.

Indianapolis Amy Moore ’93, left, 
and Kristi Asher ’93 attended a 
pre-game party with more than 30 
alumni and friends before the Bradley 
vs. Butler men’s basketball game.

Florida President Joanne Glasser, center, was introduced to alumni throughout 
Florida as she made several stops, January 31 to February 3. Shown in Palm 
Beach are Rilla and Gene Pfotenhauer ’59 on Glasser’s left and Carol and  
Jack McCarthy ’58 on her right.

Houston Nine alumni attended the annual Avanti’s family picnic on November 
3. Shown from left are Tom Wekony ’04, Bob Niederhauser ’86, James Bailey 
’92, Brad DeSplinter ’85, Koren O’Kane DeSplinter ’86, Lou Klejbuk ’77,  
and Charles Hathway ’53.

Tampa A guided tour of the Salvador Dali Museum was the highlight of an 
alumni luncheon on November 3 at the Columbia Restaurant. Nearly 20  
alumni and friends attended.

BU Black Alumni  
Alliance Reunion

April 18–20
Apollo Night • River Cruise • Picnic 

 Scholarship Dinner • Gospel Brunch

Visit bualum.org/bubaa  
for details



Eating disorders and problems  
with body acceptance are complex, 
national health issues, but Bradley 
is addressing campus concerns 
through four resources: The  
Wellness Program, the “Bodyworks” 
nutritional clinic, Health Services, 
and The Body Project.

Wellness Program reaches out
An estimated seven million females and one million males struggle with eating 
disorders, according to the National Eating Disorders Association and Screening for 
Mental Health. The average American woman is 5 feet 4 inches and 140 pounds.  
The average fashion model is 5 feet 11 inches and 115 pounds. Is it no wonder  
that 80 percent of women are dissatisfied with their appearance? 

“Very few people look like the media portrays,” says Melissa Sage-Bollenbach ’94  
MA ’97, director of the Wellness Program and a licensed clinical professional counselor. 
“Actually no one looks like that with all of the airbrushing they do.” 

In an effort to dispel today’s unrealistic beauty standards, The Wellness Program co-sponsors an annual  
spring Body Image Makeover Fair with The Body Project. Pamphlets with information about various issues,  
and resources available to help students deal with them, are distributed.

Health Services Counseling hosts a National Eating Disorder Screening Day every spring in collaboration with 
the Wellness Program. Health Services subscribes to an online Eating Disorder Screening Program students can  
view at mentalhealthscreening.org/screening, using the keyword, “Bradley.” In addition, Health Services also 
participates in the National Eating Disorder Awareness Day and offers screenings as part of the program. 

The Wellness Program’s newest project was introduced in Fall 2007. It is a presentation facilitated by Bradley 
H.E.A.T. (Help Empower And Teach) peer educators called “Nuts About My Body.” The concept is gender neutral 
and mainly focuses on body image. While the program addresses eating disorders and looks at the media’s role 
in how students view themselves, Sage-Bollenbach says it encourages students to feel healthy.

“Bodyworks” clinic offers balance
Bradley’s “Bodyworks” nutrition clinic helps students and faculty analyze their diets and establish healthy  
eating patterns based on their lifestyle and individual needs, as well as analyze their body composition to  
design strategies for improvement.  

Senior dietetics majors run the clinic under the supervision of Dr. Jeannette Davidson, a registered dietitian 
and director of the dietetics program. The clinic is a free service. The students who work in the clinic analyze 
body composition and help clients by educating them on how to make healthy food choices.

While many clients seek to improve their body image, Davidson says the clinic generally does not deal with 
eating disorders because that is more of a specialized medical nutritional issue. She has, however, worked  
with several students Health Services has referred to her. 

“Bodyworks” also concentrates on body fitness and tries to avoid using the word “diet.”
“There’s a stigma associated with diet. It implies that someone prescribes what you can eat,” explains 

Davidson. “We want a balance of what you eat. We would never prescribe anything. We look at your eating 
habits and decide from that what is best for you.”

Health Services brings help to campus
The programs that Health Services has in place to help students deal with body image issues can best be 
described as evolving, says Dr. Janine Donahue, director of counseling.

Donahue says Health Services is aware that students are suffering from disorders and dissatisfaction with  
body image, and her group is working to create programs.

CampusView
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In 2006, Donahue gave a presentation to residence hall advisors and 
directors about signs and symptoms of eating disorders and how to refer  
for help during the National Eating Disorders Awareness Week. Lisa Fix-Griffin 
of the OSF Saint Francis Eating Disorder Clinic spoke to sororities that same 
week. In February 2007, Health Services operated an information booth in  
the Student Center again and encouraged students to attend a new eating 
disorders support group.

Health Services expects to add another mental health advisor to its staff in 
2008, and Donahue would also like to host a representative from the OSF 
Saint Francis Eating Disorders Clinic to help students who struggle.

Along with Donahue, Dr. Christina Nulty, medical director of health services, 
continues to advocate for funding to bring a therapist and nutritionist from 
the OSF Saint Francis Eating Disorder Clinic to Bradley University Health 
Services once a week. 

The Body Project challenges standards
While Health Services’ plans are underway, Donahue encourages students  
to take advantage of BodyTalk, started in January 2007 with funding from  
a Bradley Special Emphasis Grant. The group is supported by Health Services 
and The Body Project, and led by Fix-Griffin. The weekly session allows 
participants to talk about any issues they or their friends may be facing  
in relation to body image. 

The goal of The Body Project is to sponsor a wide range of activities to 
reach out to students, faculty, and staff about body image. The Project has 
teamed up with other resources on campus to host events for students. The 
Body Project has brought speakers to campus including Dr. Susan Alexander, 
professor of sociology at Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Indiana, and 
Stacey Prussman, a professional actress and comedienne. Visit bradley.edu/
hilltopics for a Web exclusive on how Prussman overcame her eating disorder. 

Dr. Jackie Hogan, assistant professor of sociology, initiated The Body Project 
as a way to help her students — both those who suffer from eating disorders 
and those who do not. Hogan is seeking funding to continue the program.

“The goal of The Body Project is to challenge current beauty standards — 
which are very unrealistic — and to work toward healthy body acceptance,” 
explains Hogan.

Hogan has been contacted by faculty from other universities looking to 
establish similar programs. “I feel fortunate to be at a university that cares 
enough about the health and well-being of its students, faculty, and staff  
to invest in a program like The Body Project,” says Hogan.

Visit thebodyproject.bradley.edu for more information.
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Bradley soccer players applaud to show appreciation for the support of the estimated 600 Bradley fans who cheered for them in 
Columbus, Ohio, at their Elite Eight match on December 9. The Braves celebrated with their followers after every NCAA tournament 
match, but the team thanked the crowd with applause after the Elite Eight match. Their 4-0 loss that day to eventual national 
runner-up Ohio State ended a magical run that included come-from-behind victories over perennial national championship contenders 
Indiana and Maryland. See story, page 8.

Elite finish for soccer
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